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ASHLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Ashland County Board of Health
Zoom Meeting Minutes
1763 State Route 60 Ashland, Ohio 44805
May 12, 2020

Present: Board of Health Members: Stanley Kopp, Dr. David Tomchak, Ron Puglisi, Jeff Hardman, Dr.
Rebecca Cawrse, Non-Members: Heather Reffett, Health Commissioner, Shirley Bixby, Director of Nursing, Pat
Donaldson, Director of Environmental Health and Jenny Helbert, Administrative Assistant.

Call to Order: The Ashland County Health Department Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm via zoom
meeting with all those present.

Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting: 1% — Ron Puglisi, omd by Jeff Hardman, motion approved

Environmental Health Division Report: Fielding lots of complaints on COVID-19 issues, social distancing,
lots of meetings with businesses, groups, etc. We are doing the same number of activities, just not the normal

activities.

Nursing Division Report: We have 17 Total Covid Positive Cases. The nurses are doing infection control in the
nursing homes. Overall, we've tracked 800-900 people in our contact tracing. Vaccine clinics are slow.

Health Commissioner Report: Workload on staff — 100% doing COVID response, completed a lot of public
" health messaging, consultations and on-site visits. ODH has fallen behind on logging numbers on their website.

COVID-19 ODH Funding: $5000 in March, $46000 in April, $21000 in May, $56697.00 - written
documentation for contact tracing (May and June).”

Warehouse Gym Update: Closing at 7pm on Friday, May 16, 2020 - did not have to file criminal charges with
the court system.

Mohican Young Star Academy: 1 positive case, 7 tested, 4 negatives - could be possible false negatives since
patient was sleeping in same space with 3 other roommates and sharing the same space for 2 weeks. The
Academy received guidance from Health Department on this matter.

Graduations: Letter going out to schools, could plan for a June graduation.
Old Business: none

New Business: ,
Sullivan Masonic Lodge request health department approval of an upcoming flower sale. Pat Donaldson replied

that the health department was awaiting a letter from Mr. Jim Jeffrey so that the details can be reviewed for
approval.

1763 State Route 60 - Ashland, Ohio 44805 - 419-282-4231 - www.ashlandhealth.com
Environmental Health 419-282-4337 - Fax 419-282-4333 Nursing 419-282-4357 - Fax 419-282-4271
Vital Statistics 4-282-4231. - Fax 419-282-4360



New Business: (continued)

The Health Commissioner would like to request'approva.l to have Friday, May 22, 2020 off in addition to
Monday, May 25, 2020 for the employees to enjoy a long Memorial Day Holiday.
Motion was approved by all.

Executive Session and Adjournment: Executive Session began and Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm

1N -

Rebecea Cawrse, DVM — President ' Heather Reffett,
Ashland County Board issi
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ASHLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Health Commissioner’s Report
Month: May 2020

General Operations: .

 Signed contract with Medical Mutual to maintain ACHD’s provider status within their Medicaid
managed care plan:

e Closed the health department on both Frlday, May 22 and Monday, May 25% in observance of
Memorial Day. -

e Resolved concern of the Ashland Soil and Water Conservation District with regards to reviews
of subdivision properties. ASWCD had requested a formal opinion from the County Prosecutor
on the time requirements allotted to ACHD for review.

Finances: :
1. Reviewed 2020 budget trends. Projected revenue and expenses for remainder of the year.
Identified surplus of funds in the amount of $63,307.
2. Met with County Auditor’s office regarding budget and the development of the draft 2021

budget.

3. Requested and received $1,100 in grant funding from the County via the Family and Children

~ First

4. Supported grant application for the second component of the COVID-19. grant from the State,
$21,000.

Personal: , ' .

» Submitted signed approval for 5 (five) specific team members to receive a one-time payment of

$750. ' :

* Reviewed and approved the release of the COVID-19 Response Specialist position.

Accreditation:

A review of the 2020 budget status, identified that $55,600 had been allocated to Accreditation
expenses. These funds are targeted to be spent by December 31, 2020. Received invoice from Alpha,
accreditation consulting group in the amount of $1,392.04.

1763 State Route 60 - Ashland, Ohio 44805 - 419-282-4231 - www.ashlandhealth.com
Environmental Health 419-282-4337 - Fax 419-282-4333 Nursing 419-282-4357 - Fax 419-282-4271
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. Health Commissioner’s Réport
Month: May 2020

Special Projects: COVID-19
Local Policy Decisions made by Commissioner:

L.

Requested written assistance from the County Prosecutor on whether or not LHD is required to
enforce ODH’s Orders. Advised that Orders were not ‘rules’ and therefore there is rio legal
requirement to enforce the Orders. It was decided, outside of those establishments where we
have legal purview, i.e. restaurants, markets, that ACHD will not permit or prohibit an activity
from occurring but act as a consultant and advise businesses and organizations on how to reduce

risk.

Reviewed mass testing of LTCF's and discussed with UH Samaritan possibility of conducting
testing locally without the National Guard. Decided to put on hold until we hear how this testing
is occurring in other parts of the State.

Drafted a letter to all county high schools regarding graduation ceremonies in response to
requests for guidance that discouraged large gatherings the month of May.

Proyvided a PPE distribution framework to PHEP Coordinator and EMA that broadened the
health care worker and first responder categories to allow for greater distribution among Ashland

County facilities.

COVID-19 Technical Assistance provided to:

Judge Forsthoefel, web consultations

Mohican Young Star Academy, on-site visit’

Ashland University, weekly conference calls with AU leadershlp

Ashland University Student Health Center, conference calls and written gnidance
Ashland Spring Classic Softball Tournament

Career Center, via email

Black River High School, via email

Rotary Club re: July 4™ fireworks, via phone call with Mayor Matt Miller and Rotary
representatives

BalloonFest, via phone call with Mayor Matt Miller

COVID-19 Orders:
The Warehouse Gym, notification of violation of State Order issued April 30, 2020

1763 State Route 60 - Ashland, Ohio 44805 - 419-282-4231 - www.ashlandbealth.com
Environmental Health 419-282-4337 - Fax 419-282-4333 Nursing 419-282-4357 - Fax 419-282-4271
Vital Statistics 419-282-4231 - Fax 419-282-4360



Health Commissioner’s Report
Month: May 2020

Upcoming June Highlights:
e Staff Mini-Retreat held on Thursday, June 4%
¢ Submitting draft 2021 budget to the County Commissioners.
¢ On-boarding new team members and demobilizing COVID-19 emergency response.
¢ COVID-19 Ashland County Data Report.
e Launching of COVID-19 on-line dashboard.
e Re-opened all of the department, including vital records.
e Preparing for community Baby Shower, June 26™. :
e Addressing projected revenue shortfalls in the BCMH program and some environmental health
permits.
e Developing accreditation work plan to guide staff through July until end of year.

T you,
Heather A. Reffett, MPA, CP

1763 State Route 60 - Ashland, Ohio 44805 - 419-282-4231 - www.ashlandhealth.com
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ASHLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS
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1763 STATE ROUT 60, ASHLAND, OHIO 44805

VITAL STATISTICS MONTHLY REPORT

APRIL 2020
APRIL JAN 1— APRIL 30,2020
TOTAL BIRTHS
MALE 22 30 |
FEMALE 9 58
HOME BIRTHS 4 34
TOTAL DEATHS 30 228
MALE 18 67
FEMALE 12 64
0-18- 0 0
19-44 1 5
45-64 6 11
65 & OLDER 23 117
TOTAL CERTIFIED COPIES SOLD
BIRTH | 51 588
DEATH 188 625




VITAL STATISTICS MONTHLY REPORT
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ASHLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS
1763 STATE ROUT 60, ASHLAND, OHIO 44805

MAY 2020 =
MAY JAN 1 - MAY 31,2020
| TOTAL BIRTHS
MALE 12 70 |
FEMALE 10 59
HOME BIRTHS . 5 35
TOTAL DEATHS | 28 256
MALE 08 75
FEMALE 20 84
0-18 0 0
19-44 0 5
45-64 5 16
65 & OLDER 23 140 |
TOTAL CERTIFIED COPIES SOLD
BIRTH | 62 650
DEATH | 156 781
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June 2020 Board Meeting
PHEP/MRC Coordinator Report for the month of May

Jill continues to work on primarily COVID-19 related activities as ACHD'continues to respond to the
event, attending dally meetings as necessary.

“Notable tasks completed:

- Second COVID-19 grant workplan and budget completed.
- Continued messaging and press conferences to announce positive cases and safety precautions:

O

@]
o
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5/1/20- Press release on 9™ case

5/4/20 — Press release on 10" case

5/6/20 — Ad placed in The Budget for Amish/Mennonite populatlon

5/11/20 — Press release of cases 15, 16 (5/9/20) and 17 (5/11/20)

5/14/20 — Article in TG about ACHD working with local businesses to maintain a safe
environment for staff and customers

5/20/20 — Press release of cases 18 and 19

5/20/20 — Picture of Jill in TG and Ashland Source featuring the veteran (Keith Guynes).
who donated his COVID stimulus check to purchase equipment for the Nankin Fire

Department.
5/20/20 — Article in TG of the number of complaints recelved over the weekend when

retail stores reopened.

5/27/20 ~ Interviewed by Waylon O’Donnell at AshlandSource (story angle was how the
Pandemic Influenza Tabletop Exercise we hosted in January has helped keep Ashland
County’s numbers low) ,

5/28/20 — Press release of cases 20, 21 and 22 -

5/30/20 — Story in TG about how healthcare will be post pandémic (Heather and Jill

interviewed for the story)

- Continued work with community members to provide guidance and direction: -

(0]
o]

5/1/20 - Letter sent to churches with reopening guidance

5/7/20 — Sent PPE Supplier list to nursing homes and assisted living facilities, UH
Samaritan and Ashland County EMA and ACHD staff

5/8/20 — Wrote guidance letter that was eémailed from the Ashland Area Chamber of

Commerce on this day
5/8/20 — Provided guidance on PPE conservatlon techniques and PPE suppliers to St.

Martin Assisted Living.

5/12/20 — Sent PPE Supplier list to Mark Rafeld and Wendy Holmes to send to first
responders and law enforcement. Wendy sent a reply emall that she forwarded the
email to ALL EMS/Fire and law enforcement.-

5/12/20 —Sent PPE Supplier list to hospices, home care agencies, kidney center, Ashland
Christian Health Center and Dr. Hanna.

5/13/20 — Provided guidance to Sandy Enderby on reopening the Ashland County
Council on Aging when they are able to open.

5/13/20 — Wrote a letter to a Mennonite School that was continuing to hold in person
classes. Shirley delivered the letter.

5/14/20 — Provided gmdance to John Willis about his church’s reopening.



o]

5/15/20 — Provided guidance to Molly Riley about the Ashland County Y’s reopening
when they are able to reopen.

5/15/20 — Provided guidance to Peter at Ashland County Job and Family Services on how
to reopen Ohio Means Jobs section of their facility and the paternity testing services.
(Phase 1) ‘

5/18/20 — Provided guidance to Bernice Milburn about reopening her hair station at
Crystal Care. .

5/21/20 — Provided guidance on reopening to David McNeely, pastor at New Life
Community Church

5/26/20 ~ Provided guidance to the Good Shepherd Nursing Home on how to serve as a
Closed POD site. _ ‘

5/27/20 — Provided final guidance, with Heather’s approval, to Ruth Driving School on
reopening in person class sessions and in person drive times. :
5/28/20 — Provided guidance to Peter at Ashland County Job and Family Services
regarding the safety precautions to take for in agency parent-child supervised visits.
5/28/20 — Provided guidance to Molly Riley for the Ashland High School swim team

practices at the Ashland YMCA.

Continued management of the delivery, inventory and distribution of PPEs givento Ashland,
Ohio by the SNS or the Ohio EMA. Steve Englet at the Ashland County Fairgrounds has been a
wonderful community partner in helping with the PPE drops..

Currently focusing on the following deliverables:

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all of the remaining deliverables (8) \are due on June 30, 2020.

1.1

54

10.1
114
121
15.1
16.2

Emergency Response Plan Rubric
Q4 Outbreak Report Status Worksheet

AAR/IP

Q4 Communications Worksheet
POD Training (completed 6/2/20)
IMATS Inventory Drill

24/7 Drill

In addition to these deliverables, two drills (which are not reimbursed but are required for PHEP grant)
are due by June 30, 2020. These include the Information Sharing Drill and the Volunteer Deployment

Drill.

Approved Deliverables submitted for reimbursement in June 2020 include:

o

2.1 - Draft Pandemic Influenza Response Annex, $8,736.67
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ASHLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Ohio Admmlstratlve Code 3701- 29 Sewage Treatment System Rules
OAC 3701-29-15 General Soil absorption standards:

The general absorption standards set a minimum vertical separation distance, unsaturated in situ
soil, permissible effluent quality, and distribution methods.

The required soil evaluation and report describes the location of a limitdtion in the soil to which

the vertical separation distance must be met.

The limiting conditions have a specific vertical separation based on the limitation, i.e. perched
seasonal water, restrictive layer, fractured bedrock, groundwater as set by regulation.

The most fre(iuent .limité;tions encountered in Ashland County are perched seasonal water and
restrictive layers. The minimum vertical separation is twelve (12”) inches to perched seasonal
water and eighteen (18”) inches to a restrictive layer. The minimum unsaturated in situ soil is

eight (8”) inches.

A recent soil report received by the H.D. had a perched seasonal water at three (3”) inches. This
limitation would not meet the vertical separation or in situ soil minimums, even with accepted
alternative system designs. I consulted with Ohio Dept of Health and was referred to 3701- 29-
15(k) which states” 4 board of health may establish the required minimum vertical separation
distance of greater than zero inches and less than six inches, and the required minimum in situ
soil thickness within the vertical separation distance of greater than zero inches and less than six
~ inches where the seasonal water table is present and the sewage effluent is pretreated to less
than one thousand fecal coliform CFU per one hundred mzllzlzz‘ers The infiltrative surface shall

not be placed below the depth of the seasonal water table.”

We have not encountered this restrictive limitation before but the adoption of this vertical
separation standard by the Board of Health allows the Health Dept. to customize solutions to
more testrictive soil conditions that are less prevalent and allows some flexibility that is

otherwise not possible.

I respectfully request that the Board of Health adopt the standard described in 3701-29-15(H) as

R mmm— Sl
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Environmental Health 419-282-4337 - Fax 419-282-4333 Nursing 419-282-4357 - Fax 419-282-4271
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